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+ Share +
Preparation for Worship  Dear Lord, let peace abound in each of us gathered here. Prevent us from resisting the benefits of your grace. You alone can provide our greatest needs. Amen
Welcome to Worship  We greet one and all in the name of Jesus Christ. On this first Sunday of Advent, may we all prepare spiritually for Christ’s birth. The light shines in the darkness.
Altar flowers last Sunday and today are placed by Peter & Leslie Rothenberger in honor of their precious daughter, Kinsey, who celebrated her 16th birthday on November 30th.

Advent Evening Service Tonight  7:00 pm!    

    The beginning of the story of Christmas will be sung, read and watched tonight as we consider the announcement of the birth of Jesus Christ. Through Scripture, carols and viewing the first segment of “The Nativity Story” we will remember how Christmas began.   

Next Sunday   Second Sunday in Advent   “Luke’s Advent Story”        
Scripture Readings:   Malachi 3:1-7b, Philippians 1:2-11; Luke 3:1-14; Psalm 66:1-12  
    8:15 AM Contemporary Worship
  10:45 AM Service of the Word DS Setting III
A Nursery Room is available on the second floor of this building, 4th room on the left.
Assisted Listening System   If you have difficulty hearing the service, please come to the sanctuary narthex (entrance) and speak with an usher who will provide you with a hearing lanyard.

Fellowship Time is held following the 8:15 am service in the Spirit Center (building to the right of sanctuary) to meet and greet.

The Children’s Christmas Program, “What Child Is This?”, will be presented as the worship service on Sunday, December 23rd, 9:30 am.

+ Grow +
Advent Devotionals  “Faithful Facts for Advent” by Paul L. Maier are available at the bulletin stations this morning.

Adult Sunday Classes Today    9:30 – 10:30 AM

* Sanctuary Study   “Martin Luther – The Man, The Moment, The

 Movement” Eric Hauss  
* Adult Ladies Class  2nd Floor Education Bldg   - Beth Lail 

     “Because of Bethlehem” by Max Lucado 
* Younger Adult Class 2nd Floor Educ Bldg,  - K Gantt /K  Gantt


“The Book of Ruth”      

* Sigmon’s Adult Class 2nd Floor Educ Bldg – Steve Sigmon

       “The Book of Hebrews” 

* Grief Share Support Group Multi-purpose room -  Patty Couch and Sandra Jenkins.    Weekly Grief Support Group

* New Members – Luther’s Small Catechism  -  Pastor Kevin

      3rd Floor of Sanctuary Building

Children’s Sunday School   Today 9:30 – 10:30 AM

      (Sunday School opening in Room #1 with Judy Eckard)
    *Babies


    -   Room #1   Kim Yancey
    *Preschool


    -   Room #1   Brenda Fulbright

    *Kindergarten – Third Grade -   Room #9   Terry Sigmon

    *Fourth – Sixth Grade
    -   Room #8   LaDonna B./Tonya D.
    *Seventh – Eighth Grade        -   Room #4   Jan Sigmon

    *Ninth – Twelfth Grade
    -   Room #7   Sarah Freeman
Sunday School Christmas Program Practice   Any child interested in being in the Christmas Program needs to make every effort to attend all of the Sunday afternoon practices. Children 2 years old through 3rd grade will practice from 1:30-2:15pm on December 2nd and 9th. Children in 4th grade and up will practice from 2:15-3:00pm on December 2nd and 9th. ALL YOUTH will practice together from 2:00-3:30pm on December 16th. We will be practicing songs and speaking parts during the first 25 minutes of Sunday School each Sunday. The program will take place on Sunday, December 23rd at 9:30am. Contact Terry Sigmon @ 256-2566 and Brenda Fulbright @ 256-7935 with questions. 
Weekday Small Group Bible Studies

* Monday Evening Small Group  7:00 pm  Alan & Kim Yancey 
        828-612-0856 “Thriving in Babylon” by Larry Osborne 

* Monday Evening Small Group  7:00 pm “Glory Days” 
      John Thomas – St. Peter’s Multi-Purpose Room 

*Thursday Morning Small Group  10:00 am Pastor Kevin  “The Gospel of John – Lifelight Study”  St. Peter’s Multi-Purpose Rm
*Thursday Evening Small Group  6:30 pm at Steve/Christal Sigmon    

    (1435 32nd St. Court NE, Conover 828-695-7071)  “The Journey”
* Friday Morning Small Group  10:00 am in multi-purpose room  

        Randy Frazee’s “Believe” – Lay Minister Eric

Circles Meet Tuesday  The Miriam Circle will meet Tuesday at 10:00am in the Parish Hall. We will be having a covered dish lunch… The Ruth Circle will meet Tuesday with Brenda Hefner at Sapphire Hills at 6:30.  Put reminder to bring Dirty Santa Gift please… The Naomi Circle is meeting at Tonya's house on Tuesday. Remember to bring your items for Piedmont Village Nursing home. And we will be having our Christmas dinner and gift exchange… All circle members are reminded to bring your red stocking mites to the meetings.
+ Serve +
Pray for and Visit the Sick   Members:  Virginia Sigmon, Steve Sigmon,  Debbie Milstead,  Bob Hoyle, Finley Eckard,  Joe Little, Susie and Johnny Reitzel, Donald Killian,  Mike Sheahen, Paula Sigmon, Keith Sigmon, Anne Lytton, Hazel Bowman,  Davis and Brooks Laney, Cindy Smith, Jimmy Christenbury, Deborah Moore, Charles Lindsay,  Elaine Hollar, Marie Hefner, Fran & Robin Teeter, Jeff Cunningham, Erin Sipe, Sharon Reid and those confined to assisted living or nursing homes.
Pray for our Missionaries  Peter and Lucy Hoffmann who will soon begin their work in the Czech Republic.  

“I Will Be With You!”  What a comfort it can be to have a concerned person willing to stay with you through trouble.  A Stephen Minister can be that person.  Speak to Pastor Kevin about your need.
Birthdays   Charles Bumgarner, Nancy Combs, Bill Jones, Diane Sigmon, Chris Ross, Carol Alley, Wayne Huffman, Hannah Goble, Rebekah Hodges, Shannon Sigmon, Crystal Witherspoon, David Keller, Brian Carrigan, Samantha Berry, Maci, Robin-Ann Cook. Darrell Reiter, Ray Goble, Kevin Sigmon
Wedding Anniversaries  Jerry & Sandy Eckard, Bill & Laura Coley, Bobby & Faye Bowman, Wayne & Nancy Bostian, Carroll & Donna Hoyle 

Deaths  St. Peter’s mourns along with the family of Larry Sigmon who passed away November 25. His funeral service was held on Friday, November 30 and his body laid to rest in the church cemetery. St. Peter’s extends Christian sympathy to the family of Wilma McAtee, biological mother of Carolyn Paschal, who passed away November 28th. We also grieve along with Grace Pruitt following the death of her brother, Jack Shelton, and with the family of Shannon Turbyville, cousin of Charles Bumgarner.  May our Lord grant peace and comfort to these families.

Birth Announcement  Stan & Judy Lail joyfully announce the birth of their grandson, Chase Tobias Little, born November 27. He weighed 7lb, 9oz.  His parents are Andrea & Scott Little. Big sister Sady Kae and paternal grandparents, Jim & Sandra Little, rejoice also.
Memorials  Randall Hendrix and Steve & Christal Sigmon have given to the Helping Hands Fund in memory of Sheliah Auton… Gary & Pat Smith have given to the Mission Team in memory of “Toots” Caldwell… Barry & Carolyn Matthews have given to the Spirit Fund in memory of “Toots” Caldwell… Pauline Eckard has given to LWML Mites in memory of “Toots” Caldwell… The Naomi Circle, The Elbert Pope Family, Jim & Hazel Moser, Pastor & Vi Roth and Oz & Brenda Hefner have given to the Backpack Fund in memory of “Toots” Caldwell.. Oz & Brenda Hefner have given in memory of Larry Sigmon… Jr. & Jeannette Gantt have given to LWML Mites in memory of Richard Bowman, “Toots” Caldwell and Larry Sigmon (classmate)… Gracie Bolick and the Miriam Circle have given to the Helping Hands in memory of Toots Caldwell.
Thank You The family of Sheliah Auton expresses thanks for your thoughts, prayers and concerns during the time of Sheliah’s illness and passing. It is a joy to be part of a loving and giving congregation.

God’s blessings.

To our wonderful church family  We would like to thank you for your prayers, cards, calls, food and visits. It is so wonderful to belong to a loving and caring Christian church such as St. Peter’s. Special thanks to Pastor Kevin and Lay Minister Eric for your prayers. Susie & Johnny Reitzel 

Thank You  The mission team wishes to thank everyone who helped in any way with the Thanksgiving meal for those who may not have been able to prepare a meal for themselves. We prepared 250 meals which were distributed in our community and beyond. We could not have done it without your assistance.

Thank You  We would like to thank everyone for all the prayers and thoughts. We appreciate all the support we received from everyone. We would like to thank Pastor Graudin, Lay Minister Hauss and Judy for a great service. We want to also thank all the ladies of the church for the great meal we received. Thanks to Jeannette and Diane for all they did. Thanks, The Caldwell Family
Poinsettias   If you put money into the offering plate last Sunday for a poinsettia please contact Jeannette. Your information has been misplaced and we are unable to find it. I have orders for the following: Beth Lail, Sarah Freeman, Reitzels, Pat Couch, Cindy Britton, Brenda Griffin, Joyce Huffman, Lou Rector, Gina Shook, Joan Bolick, Jan Sigmon, Barbi Mills, Theresa Cook, Susan Gantt, Milsteads, Eric Hauss. If you placed an order and your name isn’t on the list, call Jeannette @256-2970.
The Ladies Sunday School Class will have their annual Christmas Party at PJ’s Restaurant on Rink Dam Road in Bethlehem, on Wednesday, Dec 5th at 6:00pm.  Please bring a $10.00 gift for the Dirty Santa Gift Exchange.  The church van (will hold 15) will leave at 5:30 for those that don’t want to drive.  All members, past and present, are welcome to attend.  We’re going to have a good time! 
Contact Beth Lail.

Parent’s Night Out  Girl Scout Troop 1991 is hosting a parent’s night out on December 8, 2018 from 4pm-9pm.  The cost is $30 per child ($10 for additional children in the family).  This cost includes pizza and a drink.  Please contact Malla Killian at 828-638-8615 to reserve your child’s spot for this fun filled evening. This is a fund raiser to support our trip to Savannah, Georgia.  Thank you for your support of our troop.

Do you enjoy the fellowship time following the 8:15 service? We could really use help with getting refreshments ready and cleaning up following fellowship time.  If you are willing to help please contact Lou Rector @ 256-5090. Men and women are needed. She will be able to tell you which Sundays help is needed. Thank you in advance for your participation.
Scrip Gift Cards for Christmas…..It’s time to get your orders in for Christmas. Deadline is Sunday, December 9th. Give your orders to Sherry Kenworthy (310-4405) or Jeannette in the church office. Special Order - $10.00 cards which are only available at this time of year are Amazon.com, Applebee’s, Home Depot, IHOP, Longhorn/Olive Garden, Outback, Red Lobster, Target and Walmart. We will have our usual supply of cards after that date but to ensure you get what you want consider ordering ahead of time. Order forms are located in the hallway at the back of the church. 


St. Peter’s  Got Talent -  Sunday, December 16 at 5pm, we will be having our Congregational Christmas Party.  The Title of the program is St. Peter’s Got Talent.  I am asking for volunteers to be willing to share their talents in singing, jokes, dancing, playing an instrument, or whatever your talent is.  Also, I need volunteers to help clean up after the program.  Please call Judy at 455-1246.
Thrivent Members:  Please remember that you may have Choice Dollars that can be directed to many different organizations.  Many choose to direct their money to St. Peters where it is used for various projects.  You may call 1-800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” or go to thrivent.com online.  If you need help, please contact Judy Eckard at 455-1246

Prayer Chain   If you have a prayer need of any kind, please call or email the Prayer Chain Coordinator, Judy Eckard (judy@eckard.com, 828-455-1246) and she will place your request on St. Peter’s phone and email prayer chain.  If you would like to be a part of either the phone or email chain, please text or email Judy and she will add you to the list.  Thank you
Sunday School Christmas Program Practice
Any child interested in being in the Christmas Program needs to make every effort to attend all of the Sunday afternoon practices. Children 4th Grade & Up will practice TODAY from 1:30-2:15pm. Children 2 years old-3rd Grade will practice from 2:15-3:00pm TODAY. **NOTE: These times will flip for practice on December 9th!** ALL YOUTH will practice together from 2:00-3:30pm on December 16th. We will be practicing songs and speaking parts during the first 25 minutes of Sunday School each Sunday. The program will take place on Sunday, December 23rd at 9:30am. Contact Terry Sigmon @ 256-2566 and Brenda Fulbright @ 256-7935 with questions. 
Christmas Cards  The LWML has Christmas cards for sale in the back hallway of the church. If you would like to purchase some please put money in the can provided or give to Jeannette. All sales go to LWML Mites for missions.
St. Peter’s Youth (S.P.Y.) Corner 
At A Glance:
· Sun. Dec. 2nd: Scrooge! @ The Green Room (All)

· Sun. Dec. 2nd: Christmas Program Practice

· Thurs. Dec. 6th: Youth Choir

· Sat. Dec. 8th: Caroling to Homebound (All)

· Sun. Dec. 9th: Christmas Program Practice

· Sun. Dec. 9th: Advent Meal (Jr. & Sr. Youth)

· Thurs. Dec. 13th: Youth Choir

· Sat. Dec. 15th: Parent’s Day Out Fundraiser

· Sun. Dec. 16th: Christmas Program Practice

· Sun. Dec. 16th: Congregation Christmas Party

· Sun. Dec. 23rd: Sunday School Christmas Program

· Thurs. Dec. 27th: Youth Day of FUN

Youth Choir 
Youth Choir meets on Thursdays from 5:30-6:30pm in the Multipurpose room across from the office. This is for all youth Grades 4-8 and their friends. Come sing & have fun with us!
***Youth Choir will not meet December 20th and December 27th. Enjoy your Christmas break!***
Winter Workshop 2018
Thank you to everyone who helped put together this fundraiser this year. We appreciate everyone who came out to make this event successful!
Scrooge! At the Green Room
Our very own Kinsey Rothenberger and Jordan Correll are in this season’s performance of Scrooge! at the Green Room Community Theater. We will meet at church TODAY at 2:15pm to carpool to The Green Room. We should return around 6:00pm.

Youth Caroling Trip
Any youth and volunteers interested in caroling to Homebound members and those in assisted living should contact Sarah TODAY! We will meet at the church at 2:00pm to go caroling Saturday, December 8th. We should return around 5:00pm.
Youth Advent Meal
Jr. & Sr. Youth are asked to come out Sunday, December 9th from 5:15-7:00pm to help set up for the Advent meal served at 6:00pm. A free will offering will be collected to help with youth needs and costs. 
Parents Day Out Fundraiser
Jr. & Sr. Youth and volunteers will hold a Parents Day Out in the Spirit Center from 9:00am-2:00pm on Saturday, December 15th. We will care for children in PreK-6th Grade for $30 per child. (Each additional child in the family is $10.) This cost includes lunch, snacks and supplies for crafts and activities. This fundraiser will help support those going to the National Youth Gathering this coming summer and is a great opportunity for parents to Christmas shop or simply enjoy some time to themselves. Contact Sarah Freeman at (828)-381-9061 if you would like to sign your child up!   
Youth Day of FUN!
Thursday, December 27th from 9am-5:30pm all interested youth and friends Grades 2-12 are invited to join us for a day of fun Christmas celebrations! There will be lots of games, snacks, movies and more! Lunch will be provided. Bring a $5 gift for a gift exchange and socks for bowling. Please contact Sarah at (828)-381-9061 if interested!
     
Upcoming Events at St. Peter’s
Dec. 2nd 
Advent Worship I 7:00 pm  
Dec. 9th
Advent Worship II  7:00 pm  Meal at 6:00 pm

Dec. 16th
Congregational Christmas Party  5:00 pm



Advent Worship III 7:00 pm

Dec. 23rd 
Children’s Christmas Program  9:30 am

Dec. 24th 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship  7:00 pm 
Dec 24th 
Christmas Eve Candlelight w/Communion 11:00 pm

Dec. 25th
Christmas Day Worship w/Communion  10:00 am

Dec. 31st 
New Years Eve Worship  7:00 pm

ELDER SHEPHERD GROUPS
     Elder and Committee               Members Last Names
Bob Watts (Christian Ed)


A - B
Russ Darden  (Administration)

C - D
 Elder Vacancy   (Service/Worship)

E - F
Barry Matthews (Welfare)


G
Brian Caldwell  (Youth)


H
Wayne Huffman  (Evangelism)

I - L
Larry Eckard (Public Relations)

M - O
David Sigmon  (Finance)


P - R
Bobby Gantt  (Program/Music)

S – Sigmon, R
Terry Bolick  (Synod Affairs)


Sigmon, S - T
Mike Pritchard (Stewardship)


U – Z
SERVING THE CONGREGATION
Church Office   Phone: 256-2970   Fax: 256-6633

Pastor Kevin Graudin  

828-578-4682 (cell)  828-578-6635 (home)
kgraudin@stpetersconover.org
Mr. Eric Hauss, Lay Minister 

828-896-5180 (cell)  828-441-9559 (home)
erichauss@charter.net
Ms. Sarah Freeman, Youth Minister
828-381-9061 - sarahfreeman256@gmail.com
Mrs. Judy Eckard, Music Director 

828-256-7536 - judy@eckard.com
Mrs. Jeannette Gantt, Secretary
 828-256-5226 – jgantt@stpetersconover.org
Acolytes 
8:15 – 

10:45 – 
Sound Crew – Steve & Patty Sigmon
Altar Guild – Jeannette gantt
Greeters
8:15 – Pam Medlin & Kaitlyn Webb
10:45 – Marshall & Nancy Wray
ACTIVITIES FOR THE COMING WEEK
Today
8:15am
Contemporary Service / Communion 

9:30am
Sunday School & Bible Classes 
             10:45am
Liturgical Worship Service

1:30pm
Christmas Program Practice – Grades 4-12


2:15pm
Christmas Program Practice – Ages 2-3rd Grade


2:15pm
Youth go to see Scrooge at Green Room


7:00pm
Advent Service 1
Mon.
8:30am
Quilters

6:15pm
Girl Scouts

6:00pm
Stephen Ministry Meeting

7:30pm
BASIC Band

Tue.      10:00am
Miriam Circle / Parish Hall
               7:00pm
Boy Scouts


7:00pm
Adult Basketball

7:00pm
Naomi Circle / Tonya Walton

7:00pm
Ruth Circle / Sapphire Hills
Wed.     
6:45pm
Crochet & Looming

7:00pm
Confirmation Class


7:30pm 
Adult Choir


8:30pm
BASIC Band
Thurs.    
10:00am
Small Group Bible Study

5:30pm
Youth Choir


5:30pm
Ladies Sunday School Class/PJ’s Restaurant


6:00pm
Autism Support Group


7:00pm
Constitution Revision Committee

Fri.
10:00am
Small Group Bible Study



Pastor Kevin’s Day Off

Sat.
  2:00pm
Youth go Caroling

  5:00pm
Parent’s Night Out 
Sun.
8:15am
Contemporary Worship 
               9:30am
Sunday School & Bible Study
             10:45am
Liturgical Worship 



6:00pm
Advent Meal sponsored by the Youth


7:00pm
Advent Worship II [image: image1.png]
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Holiday Blood Drive!


Sunday, December 30th 


after church in the Spirit Center.


Contact Lauren Gantt @828-855-6074 


or � HYPERLINK "mailto:ldgantt@ncsu.edu" �ldgantt@ncsu.edu� 


if you want to donate, help or have questions!
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